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BSBI Recorders' Conference 2016

Patrick Tobin

As I was telling Ann (Ann Sankey – Surrey VC Recorder) at the end of the BSBI Recorders’
Conference how enjoyable, interesting and stimulating I’d found it, she said, “well in that case,
could you write it up for the Newsletter”? I should have made more notes.
However, there’s plenty that I can remember. It wasn’t just the talks and workshops which made
it so stimulating, although they were all fascinating and for me (being, I guess, in the ‘improver’
bracket) instructive; it was also the opportunity to meet and chat to people whose names are so
familiar from the books and other literature that I’ve waded through in my efforts to learn
Surrey’s plants. Many of them (the people) were there, milling around in the tea/lunch room
where Summerfield Books had much of their stock on display for us to peruse and be tempted
by. I could even get a copy of The Vegetative Key to the British Flora signed on the spot by
John Poland (co-author with Eric Clement).
The Vegetative Key is my go-to field guide, even if the mystery I am trying to solve does sport a
flower. But the Key has a few mysteries of its own. So being able to question John Poland at his
workshop on Vegetative Identification was a great opportunity to get tips and tricks on issues
such as how to recognise whether a small herb is an annual or perennial, or how to ‘see’ stomata
without a microscope (with some difficulty, I continue to think), or how to tell if a hair is
medifixed (poke one end with a pin to see if the other wiggles).
BSBI’s website describes the Conference as “one of the highlights of the BSBI’s year”. It takes
place over a long weekend, with talks, workshops and field meetings aimed at county recorders,
expert plant referees and any other botanical recorders who would like to come along. The main

venue is the Gateway Education and Arts Centre in Shrewsbury where we were guests of
Manchester Metropolitan University. Proceedings kicked off after lunch on Friday 2nd
September with the introduction by the indefatigable Sue Townsend and Dr Sarah Wilde
(conference organisers). The first talk was by Mark Spencer (British Museum, and Middlesex
VC Recorder) who discussed whether the recording of non-native plants in an urban
environment, particularly London in his case, could be done consistently and constructively. In
his talk and the next, by Andrew Cherrill (Harper Adams University) on the problems and
pitfalls of field surveying (both habitats and species) the fact emerged that we recorders, on
average, make a surprisingly large number of mistakes. We probably each feel that we rarely do,
but it is sobering that the statistical evidence says otherwise.
The final talk of the afternoon was by Colin French of the Cornish Biodiversity Network. After
telling us the sad tale of his group’s separation from the local records centre, he described an
impressive database and mapping program that he and the group have developed for their
botanical records.
Then came our first opportunity to get down to in-depth learning at the workshops. John
Poland’s was one of the six, out of a possible nine, that I managed to attend. He brought along a
binbag of plant material and provided us with 90 minutes of fascinating revision and
illumination. Matt Parratt, conifers referee and co-author of a guide soon to be published on tree
and shrub seedlings, took us through the two-needle pines that we are likely to encounter in
Britain. As happened at all the workshops, we picked up, in addition to the main message, little
gems of information which included the fact that the confusing reference to “short-shoots” in
some keys actually means the tiny (e.g. 2 mm long) base from which pine needles emerge – and
did you know, Pinus contorta (Lodgepole Pine) is so called because the Native American
Indians used it for their teepee frames?
Most of the attendees were staying at FSC’s Preston Montford Field Centre (15 minutes outside
town) and at the end of the day we clambered into mini-busses to be taken back to the centre for
a splendid dinner, evening workshops and gathering (for some) in the bar. This was followed,
evidently, by a midnight Salsa session which, only because it was not advertised, I sadly missed.
Saturday back at the Gateway started with Martin Rand (Hampshire South VC Recorder) telling
us about where to look and what to expect from the Floras of western Europe – many of which
he had on display for us to look through. The quality and range, especially of those from France
and Spain, was very impressive and I left regretting (again) that, unlike Martin, I am so
monolingual (although there was a smattering of English in the display). Claudia FergusonSmith, having started her talk on Charophytes with the enigmatic announcement that the most
interesting plant in Britain is the Dandelion (she is well-known for her Dandelion workshops
and wonderful photography), then went on to infect us with her enthusiasm for Charophytes. In
her workshop, we were able to peer at live specimens, from the very small to the large, through
stereomicroscopes (supplied by Brunel Microscopes in Wiltshire) and get to grips with their
features, including the brittle spines that give them their common name of Stonewort. Grapnels,
a transparent-bottomed pond viewing bucket and 3D photos (with 3D specs) were all on display.
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Being green algae and the closest living relatives to the ancestors of land plants, they are the
most primitive of the plants that BSBI recorders (should?) look at.
The last of the talks were by Rich Burkmar on the QGIS mapping system, David Earl on hybrid
Rubus (there are a dauntingly large number which have full species status) and Pete Stroh (lead
author of the England Red List) on the difficulties recording rare plants in Northamptonshire.
After lunch and in the evening after dinner there were more workshops, including repeats for
those who’d missed earlier versions. The presenters took us through fresh material, herbarium
specimens and specially prepared keys for Myosotis, Euphrasia and Alien Plants (mainly
aquatics). These and a couple of technical sessions, including a computer workshop, concluded
the indoors part of the Conference.
The outdoors part was a field trip to Llanymynech Rocks (a carboniferous limestone outcrop)
which took place on Sunday morning. Although the plant life was much like what we see on
Surrey’s chalk (not much calcareous habitat around Shrewsbury), there was great excitement at
the finding of Spiranthes spiralis (Autumn Lady’s-tresses), we once again had the opportunity to
look at living plants in the company of experts. John Poland, Martin Rand, Fred Rumsey (Ferns
referee) and many others all participated in searching for and going over the fine details of
species and hybrid identification. It was an exhilarating finale to a great weekend.
The Recorders’ Conference is held every 18 months, thus alternating years and seasons, in a
town very proud to be the place where Charles Darwin was born and grew up (Ann took me to
see the school building where the ideas which shaped modern biology – and thus, of course,
botany – had their foundation). I’m much looking forward to the next one (spring 2018).
Microscopes and OS Mapping App
I have long wanted to buy a dissecting stereomicroscope. Brian Stevens, SBS member,
recommended at a recent meeting that I try Brunel Microscopes in Chippenham, Wiltshire. By a
fortunate coincidence I’d looked down the very thing, a Brunel stereomicroscope, at the
Charophytes workshop. So I made an appointment and, on the way home from the Conference,
called in on Brunel to explain what I was after. Different microscopes were put out for me and I
tried dissecting tiny grass florets (Poa annua) under the microscope and examining the bits at
x50 both through the microscope and on a computer screen. After three hours of individual
attention, I left very happy with a new trinocular zoom stereomicroscope (the third tube for the
camera which I will attach to my computer) that was not overly expensive and which I am much
enjoying.
The Brunel microscopes which have the Brunel logo are manufactured in China. However, the
equivalent Japanese or German versions are considerably more expensive and I felt that if
Brunel’s instruments are good enough for the universities and laboratories that buy them, they
will hopefully be good enough for me.
Whilst waiting for my appointment at Brunel I went for a walk on nearby Cherrhill Down. As I
did not have an Ordnance Survey map for the area, I consulted the OS app that I have on my
phone. Having the app is like having the whole OS library in your pocket. For an annual
subscription of £19.99, you can have online access to a range of OS maps, including the 1:50k
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Landranger and 1:25k Explorer series. You can print out any area that you select and you can
plot routes and download them onto your iPhone or Android phone via the OS app. Provided
you have a decent signal (at least 3G for my Android phone) when out in the field, you can bring
up the OS map of your choice (with gridlines if it’s a 1:25k or 1:50k map) and be sure you’re
recording in the right monad. Your exact position is indicated on the map by a bright red triangle
which moves as you do. I have found it a very useful tool and, on those rare occasions when I’m
not sure where I am, a great time-saver.

Clandon Golf Club pits – 28th July, 2016

Dennis Skinner

Some of those SBS members who had attended work parties at Clandon chalk pits earlier this
year to carry out some conservation work to try to restore the habitat there, met again to see
what effect that their efforts were having.
We started in the East pit and Mike Waite was very
soon able to point out to us the Galium parisiense
(Wall Bedstraw) which was very fine stemmed not easy
to see amongst the other short herbage. Down in the
central area of the pit where we had removed moss from
several patches, we found a good quantity of
Centaurium pulchellum (Lesser Centaury) and some
Euphorbia exigua (Dwarf Spurge). After a little
searching we started to find Filago pyramidata (Broadleaved Cudweed), and after further scouring we reached
a satisfying total of 259 plants. Incidentally, this
number exceeds this year’s count of the only other (and declining) Surrey colony at Banstead
Downs of 122 plants, making Clandon a more important site.
Centaurium pulchellum

We then went over to the West Pit, and on the lip of the pit in its usual haunt we counted 36 very
small Clinopodium Acinos (Basil Thyme). More work to stop shading in the future needs to be
undertaken here next year.
The ledge at the base of the pit was disappointing, with no F. pyramidata being found, only
some C. pulchellum. We will have to consider if further work in this section will be worth the
effort.

Notes on Informal Meetings 2016

Ann Sankey

As in past years, I organised a number of informal meetings during the year. All were very
definitely for recording purposes but as ever, we all learned a lot and it was good to see some
new faces. Brief notes on these meetings are as follows:
Abinger Roughs 18th May – this recording session had to be by invite only as Gillian Elsom
got in first with her very noble Smyrnium perfoliatum (Perfoliate Alexanders) pulling session on
Merrow Downs. I am not sure how this session went but ours was memorable for three events,
in order: heavy rain, the finding of new populations of Cerastium arvense (Field Mouse-ear) and
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Saxifraga granulata (Meadow Saxifrage). The site contains some good examples of acid
grassland and the National Trust is to be congratulated in starting to restore these. Finally, we
had an excellent tea in a former pub in Gomshall, partly to dry out and partly to celebrate
Patrick’s birthday.
Hurst Park 8th June –this was a session to gather more records to support our opposition to
some proposed water sports facilities on a relatively unspoilt, historic part of Thames riverside.
We had such a good turnout that we were able to split into two groups, on different sides of the
towpath. One group’s recording ability was severely hampered by the mowers having been out
the day before. Despite this we found some good species. Most notable of these was a dense
population of Erodium maritimum (Sea Stork's-bill), found when I was down on my hands and
knees peering at a thin patch of acid grassland. This was the first record in VC17 since it was
found “on a sandy bank one mile from Farnham” in 1841 and 1861.
Shalford 17th June – this meeting was arranged primarily to look for Papaver hybridum (Rough
Poppy), recorded in 1989 in fields N of Manor Farm. Unfortunately all of the arable fields were
sown with maize, a crop that seems to require a clean seed bed for its establishment. Only the
field edges by the main FP supported arable species and we made some useful records. No sign
of P. hybridum however. We made some good records elsewhere though, including a good
population of Lathyrus nissolia (Grass Vetchling), an unusual rose and some possible dock
hybrids.
Ashtead, Rye Meadows 30th June – I had known about the restoration project along the Rye
Brook for a few years so it was a pleasure to be invited to record the fields alongside the brook.
Whilst we found no rarities, there was a good range of species of unimproved grassland.
However, the most notable find was, as is so often the way, on the verge where we had parked
the cars. A good patch of Trifolium fragiferum (Strawberry Clover) was spotted. A list of 79
species was made for this verge which is a very pleasing number and just shows what can be
found by such opportunistic recording. We need more of this please.
Westcott, Miltoncourt Farm 13th July – this meeting was arranged at very short notice as I had
seen only a few days before that some fields had not yet been cut for hay. We started off by
recording around the accessible part of the mill pond where we found small populations of a
good range of species, including Scutellaria galericulata (Skullcap) that had escaped the
mowers of the nearby insurance company. As well as finding new species in some of the fields
we had looked at last year, we found a good number of Geranium columbinum (Long-stalked
Crane’s-bill) plants in a conservation strip south of the railway.
West Horsley Place, FPs & Fields 5th August – this was a continuation of some recording
started by Steve Mellor and myself earlier in the year. There are many permissive footpaths
through the fields around West Horsley Place and some of the fields have been sown with a
conservation mix. We had an excellent turnout of members, enabling us to split into two groups
for part of the time. The range of habitats, including ditches and old fish ponds, as well as the
amenity grassland around the car park, resulted in a good number of records being gathered. It
terms of status, the most notable species was Mentha arvensis (Corn Mint), now in the England
Red List as Near Threatened.
Shalford 23rd August – we made a return visit to Shalford to collect specimens of the rose and
possible dock hybrids that we had seen earlier. The rose was identified by Roger Maskew,
BSBI’s rose referee, as Rosa x nitidula (f x m) which is R. rubiginosa x canina. Apparently it is
being increasingly planted in hedges and other such schemes. After all the heat, the docks had a
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‘fried’ appearance and it was difficult to pick out which ones we had noted in June as being
unusual. The specimens sent to Geoffrey Kitchener to determine were Rumex obtusifolius var.
transiens (an introduced variety of Broad-leaved Dock) and R. pulcher (Fiddle Dock).
Apparently the latter does not always show its fiddle-shaped leaves and this is what confused us
earlier. We also recorded about 20 species new to the tetrad which contains the two monads we
visited.
Farleigh 15th September – I had heard that there was some good chalk grassland on Farleigh
GC and there is a BP that goes right across it. On what must have been almost the hottest day of
the year, five of us met at nearby Little Farleigh Green. We made some good records along the
lane to the BP, and paid our respects to the large yew in Farleigh Churchyard before tackling the
BP. Sadly this was not especially interesting. However we then went through two woods that
had not previously been recorded, making mental notes to make a return visit to these in the
spring of next year.
Dorking, Box Hill Farm 19th September -the National Trust has recently taken back the lease
on some farmland below Box Hill and we were privileged to record in some of the fields not
open to the public. There was a lovely lot of ruderals around a hard standing area and in the
corners of some fields. The great excitement of the day was the finding of a good stand of
Nepeta cataria (Cat-mint) at the top of the fields. This is a declining species but we now have
two new sites in 2016, as John Dicker and Cynthia Watson found it in a field by a FP south of
the A246 at West Clandon. We also found a good number of species in and by the River Mole.
Cranleigh TQ0736 and TQ0737, 22nd September – this meeting was to unashamedly ‘paint’
TQ0736 any colour other than its current red (indicating no recent records) in our Excel ‘maps’.
It also happened that our meeting point was a lay-by in the north part of TQ0737, a monad I had
thought of as being un-recordable as the owner of most of it, including Vachery Pond, does not
allow access. A 30 minute session in the lay-by produced 96 species and we were able to add a
few more later on, bringing the total to over 100. We were also very successful in our target
monad, collecting about 185 species including Lathyrus linifolius (Bitter-vetch), Mentha
arvensis (Corn Mint) and Succisa pratensis (Devil's-bit Scabious), all of which are England Red
Listed as Near Threatened. Our route took us through TQ0636, TQ0837 and TQ0837 so we
were able to add a good number of new records to these monads as well, to round off a really
good and enjoyable recording session. Sadly, the only place we could have a much needed cup
of tea was at The Parrot, Forest Green so though it was a pity it was too far out of the way for
some, it was really very pleasant to sit in the sun and recover.
These informal sessions have been very successful and enjoyable. I am very grateful to those
members with MapMate who helped with the recording and the databasing afterwards. They do
the bulk of the work. It has also been a privilege to spend time out in the lovely Surrey
countryside with such a friendly and enthusiastic group of fellow botanists.
Field Meeting - Worplesdon, Chitty’s Common - 9th April, 2016

Isobel Girvan

This was the first meeting of the season and as it was coupled with a Surrey Wildlife Trust
(SWT) Recorder’s Meeting there was a fine turnout of 24 personages. I think that the fine
weather helped persuade people to come out of torpor.
Chitty’s Common is a SWT reserve, capably managed by Leo Jennings, who took on the site
in October 2015. As a result there has been a renewed interest in the site and Leo was keen to
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find out as much about the site as possible. It is located in Rydes Hill with Keens Lane
forming the northern edge of this broadly rectangular shaped woodland and Ryde’s Hill Road
along the southern edge. A boardwalk runs down the southern half of the site and there is a
bridleway along the entire western edge. It is described on the SWT website as being
“Hidden between the houses of Rydes Hill, this green oasis is a wildlife magnet.” It is part of
what would have been a larger area of former wood pasture, and is now home to wet and
secondary woodland with rough grassland, ditches and ponds.
Leo intends opening up the pond habitat by coppicing and cutting back a good proportion of the
overcrowded trees and shrubs around the edge. He is also spending a lot of time removing the
myriad of garden species that have found their way onto the site, often from people throwing
them over the back garden gate. This includes several patches of Fallopia japonica (Japanese
Knotweed), Prunus laurocerasus (Cherry Laurel), Hyacinthoides x massartiana (Hybrid
Bluebell) and Lamiastrum galeobdolon subsp. argentatum (Garden Yellow Archangel).
We met at the top of the woodland, and having spent some time reacquainting ourselves with
members of the society that we had not seen for a while, we made a start on serious recording.
First up was the Hybrid Bluebell, of which there was plenty scattered throughout the reserve,
some with extra wide leaves. Peter explained that often the hybrid plant is sold in garden centres
as the native Bluebell. There was some debate over a Geranium dissectum (Cut-leaved Crane’sbill) as it was looking large enough to fool us into thinking it could have been Ranunculus acris
(Meadow Buttercup), but a check of the stem and hairs showed that it was indeed the former,
with its short retrorse hairs (0.3-0.8mm according to Poland) on a round stem, as opposed to
longer scruffy looking hairs on a channelled stem. We also saw fine examples of the Cut-leaved
Crane’s-bill beside Geranium molle (Dove’s-foot Crane’s-bill) for a useful comparison. Later in
the morning we did see Meadow Buttercup.
This early in the season, many other plants were trying to fool us, as with the Cerastium
fontanum (Common Mouse-ear), that when closely examined with a hand lens some glandular
hairs presented themselves. However, it did not feel very sticky, the flowers were not yet out and
the characteristic faded green colour was not apparent. Overall though we decided that it was
Common Mouse-ear as this can also have a few glandular hairs.
Another plant determined to fox us was what looked to be Portugal Laurel, but that on closer
examination, and a quick crushing of leaves, turned out to be Laurus nobilis (Bay).
There were a few pungent garlicky smells coming from the woods. First up was Allium vineale
(Wild Onion) with its distinctly channelled leaves and up to 18 ridges on the stems. Next were
several large patches of Allium ursinum (Ramsons), often co-dominant with Carex pendula
(Pendulous Sedge), and when Bill decided to step over some the smell became very strong.
Lastly, and I admit not a plant, was Oxychilus alliarius (Garlic Snail) – it was a General
Recorders Meeting after all.
There were plenty of examples of both subspecies of Ficaria verna (Lesser Celandine), as some
had obvious bulbils starting to show and others had none at all. This still remains the best
characteristic to tell them apart, as petal width, flower and plant size is inconclusive. We also
came across the native Lonicera periclymenum (Honeysuckle) with its softly hairy (underside),
dark green leaves and climbing habitat and the introduced Lonicera japonica (Japanese
Honeysuckle) with its pointy leaf tips, purple leaf margins, mostly hairless leaves and petioles
which had sparse glandular hairs.
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We were asked by Leo to tell us what we thought botanically of the south eastern edge of the
site, where exotic throw-outs are a particular problem. Indeed there proved to be plenty of
Aegopodium podagraria (Ground-elder), Anthriscus sylvestris (Cow Parsley), Hybrid Bluebell,
garden Daffodils, Lesser Celandine, Cyclamen hederifolium (Sowbread), Arum maculatum
(Lords-and-Ladies) and Lonicera nitida (Wilson’s Honeysuckle) and the general consensus was
that it was full of ‘garden tat’.
By the time we had wandered around the southern open rough grassland area and overgrown
pond it was way past lunch time, so we made our way back to the car park. It was here that I
decided to bow out and Caroline took over the reporting reins.
An exodus after lunch left a much smaller group to tackle the series of ponds at the northern end
of Chitty’s Common. Created by the extraction of clay for brick-making, they are fed by a small
stream running from south to north. Early April is not the best time of year to produce a
thorough list of riparian species but from an open margin by the entrance to the car park we
could easily see Iris pseudacorus (Yellow Iris), Typha latifolia (Bulrush), Callitriche agg. (a
Water-starwort) and Carex otrubae (False Fox-sedge), just coming into flower. To have a better
look round the ponds we needed to approach from Keens Lane and fight our way through some
fierce Rubus armeniacus (“Himalayan Giant” Bramble). This escape from cultivation is readily
identifiable by its robust, arched, ribbed stems, vicious prickles and leaflets white-tomentose on
the undersides. It is one of the earliest brambles to fruit, producing large, delicious blackberries
from as early as July. For the rest of the year it is just a plain nuisance. Safely through, we could
see truly abundant quantities of Carex remota (Remote Sedge) and plenty more Carex otrubae.
Peter Wakeham dipped a hand into the pond and fished out a large handful of the invasive
Crassula helmsii (New Zealand Pigmyweed), and no doubt there was a lot more present than we
could see. It was rather difficult to work out where one pond began and another ended but we
managed to work our way round keeping our feet more or less dry. Mentha aquatica (Water
Mint) and Veronica beccabunga (Brooklime) were well in leaf but the lanceolate leaves of
Ranunculus flammula (Lesser Spearwort) were only just beginning to emerge from the silt. All
we had to identify Lycopus europaeus (Gypsywort) was a single stem of last year’s growth with
the skeletal, whorled remains of the flowering parts in the leaf axils.
We’d all been intrigued by a large stand of upright, stout, reedy stems in what had seemed to be
an inaccessible part of the northern margin of the main pond. While the rest of us were safely on
terra firma examining a stem of Hypericum pulchrum (Slender St John's-wort) on a raised
sandy-ish bank between ponds, the intrepid Bill Stanworth had somehow waded in and brought
back a stem for us to examine. One look at the distinctive membranous ligule elongated to a
central point was sufficient to identify it as Glyceria maxima (Reed Sweet-grass). Peter then
drew our attention to the tips of the branches of a mature Taxus baccata (Yew) many of which
terminated in an artichoke-like gall. This, he explained, was due to the activity of the Yew Gall
Midge (Taxomyia taxi). The gall is a dense needle cluster formed by the Yew in response to
stimulation by the newly-hatched larva of the midge but whose activities have little effect on the
overall growth of a tree.
Having waded along a stream adding the odd new record to our list, we found ourselves back at
the car park. It had been a most enjoyable day and many thanks are due to Leo for inviting us.
Field Meeting - Elstead, Thundry Meadows (SWT) – 15th May, 2016
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Paul Bartlett

Eighteen Members came to Thundry Meadows, a Surrey Wildlife Trust Reserve, looking lovely
in the sunshine of this early summer’s day, with a profusion of new, bright green leaves, and an
air of vigorous growth.
The Reserve has a blackish peaty soil, and a patchwork of moist and wet meadows and some
more-wooded areas, with the River Wey running along the Southern margin. It has its own
springs and never really dries out, and provides good nourishment for SWT’s small herd of
Belted Galloway cows, which perform essential grazing in return.
The entrance takes you into Joyce’s Meadow, evoking affectionate memories of Joyce Smith,
our previous County Botanical Recorder.
Here there is a long list of good plants, such as Lycopus europaeus (Gypsywort), Valeriana
officinalis (Common Valerian), Angelica sylvestris (Wild Angelica), and Carex paniculata
(Greater Tussock-sedge), and a superb raft of Menyanthes trifoliata (Bogbean) in full flower.
These were recorded the previous year, so we were shepherded through fairly rapidly by Ann to
begin the real work of the day recording the adjacent Paddock Meadow. There was a strong
minty odour from Mentha aquatica (Water Mint) and occasional Orange Tip and Brimstone
butterflies fluttering past. The meadow was full of Juncus effusus and J. inflexus, (Soft and Hard
Rush), and surrounded by Salix (Willow) and Alnus (Alder) species. In general the flora was
similar to that seen in Joyce’s Meadow, but rather less rich. Additional species not mentioned
previously included Senecio aquaticus (Marsh Ragwort), with its large terminal leaflets,
Filipendula ulmaria (Meadowsweet), Athyrium filix-femina (Lady-fern) and Scutellaria
galericulata (Skullcap), the latter not flowering but its identity confirmed by the admirable
Poland.
Returning through Joyce’s Meadow, we saw Carex canescens (White Sedge), and Carex nigra
(Common Sedge), and a profuse growth of what at first seemed to be Stellaria palustris (Marsh
Stitchwort) since it was rather glaucous, but was finally confirmed as ‘ordinary’ Stellaria
holostea (Greater Stitchwort). Again John Poland’s book proved indispensable.
Lunch was taken in the light woodland known as Badger Bank, accompanied by Ceratocapnos
claviculata (Climbing Corydalis) and Dryopteris dilatata (Broad Buckler-fern), after which we
struggled into the nearby swamps to the South. Here we found Milium effusum (Wood Millet),
more Carex paniculata and much Scirpus sylvaticus (Wood Club-rush), Athyrium filix-femina
(Lady-fern), and a few frogs. Trees and shrubs included Amelanchier lamarckii (Juneberry),
Frangula alnus (Alder Buckthorn) with its attendant Brimstone Butterfly, Salix cinerea (Grey
Willow), and a huge Sorbus aucuparia (Rowan), in full flower, at least as tall as the rest of the
forest canopy. It must be a candidate for a Champion Tree, being close to the 25 metres tall
specified as the maximum height for this species.
From here we walked further to the West in the Reserve into an even more primeval, mostly
alder, swamp where it would not have been a great surprise to see the head of a Diplodocus
peering round the corner at us. We were especially pleased to find Chrysosplenium
oppositifolium (Opposite-leaved Golden-saxifrage), Conopodium majus (Pignut), Veronica
beccabunga (Brooklime), Adoxa moschatellina (Moschatel), Ribes rubrum (Red Currant),
Valeriana dioica (Marsh Valerian), Caltha palustris (Marsh-marigold), Humulus lupulus (Hop),
Cardamine amara (Large Bitter-cress), and many other interesting plants.
Tired, but pleased with our long plant list, we made only a cursory search for the
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Genista tinctoria (Dyer’s Greenweed) we knew to be there, and made instead for a magnificent
local hostelry with riverside gardens, for a cup of tea.
Field Meeting - Bletchingley, Kitchen Copse (SWT) – 19th May, 2016

Brian Pitkin

Kitchen Copse, Bletchingley lies within the Holmesdale Biodiversity Opportunity Area (BOA),
a project which will illustrate how a mineral company’s non-operational land can enhance the
restoration of its operational land, to provide habitat, landscape and recreational benefits. The
Holmesdale BOA covers some 1410.5ha of land in east Surrey, between Redhill in the west and
Godstone in the east, bounded by the M25 to the north and A25 & Tilburstowhill along the
south. Before we set of to record, Simon Elson, an SBS Member and Principal Environmental
Enhancement Officer for Surrey County Council, gave an overview of the Holmesdale BOA.
Eleven SBS Members met Rachael Thornley (SWT) in the car parking area just south of Kitchen
Copse near Place Farm for this afternoon meeting. Prior to our visit 103 species had been
recorded by SBS, a list of which was circulated to members by Ann Sankey. This included 22 of
the 95 British and Irish ancient woodland indicators.
The Copse is semi-natural ancient, mainly deciduous, woodland managed by the Surrey Wildlife
Trust (http://www.surreywildlifetrust.org/reserves/kitchen-copse). It lies on gault, a rock
formation of stiff blue clay deposited in a calm, fairly deep-water marine environment during the
Lower Cretaceous Period (Upper and Middle Albian). The copse’s name is apparently due to it
being used in the past as a source of firewood for the kitchens of the now long vanished, nearby
great Tudor house – Ble[t]chingley Place, the Gatehouse of which Anne of Cleves occupied
after her marriage to Henry VIII was annulled. The gatehouse was eventually demolished in
1680 by the Earl of Peterborough.
The sky was overcast, but fortunately the rain held off and it turned out to be ideal for recording.
We entered the copse after crossing a bridge over a cutting incorporating a covered travelling
belt used to carry sand from the Sibelco UK’s east quarry up and over the hill to the west.
In addition to the trees Acer
Allium ursinum
campestre (Field Maple),
(Ramsons)
Carpinus betulus
(Hornbeam), Crataegus
laevigata (Midland
Hawthorn), Crataegus x
media (C. monogyna x
laevigata), Fraxinus excelsior
(Ash) and Quercus robur
(Pedunculate Oak), we found
Ilex aquifolium (Holly)
(many mined by the
agromyzid fly Phytomyza
ilicis and several in flower).
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We saw Lonicera periclymenum (Honeysuckle) and Ribes rubrum (Red Currant)
flowering/fruiting, and carpets of Hyacinthoides non-scripta (Bluebell) and Anemone nemorosa
(Wood Anemone) that were past their best, with most bearing fruits. Allium ursinum (Ramsons)
and Mercurialis perennis (Dog's Mercury) were locally abundant.
A few Silene flos-cuculi (Ragged-Robin), including one in flower, and Silene dioica (Red
Campion), also in flower, were seen along the northerly path from the entrance, along with
Urtica dioica (Common Nettle) and Rubus fruticosus agg. (Bramble). There were also some fine
flowering Ajuga reptans (Bugle), Lamiastrum galeobdolon (Yellow Archangel) and Euphorbia
amygdaloides (Wood Spurge). Carex pendula (Pendulous Sedge) was locally abundant and the
ferns Dryopteris affinis (Scaly Male-fern) and Dryopteris dilatata (Broad Buckler-fern), as well
as Galium palustre (Marsh-bedstraw), Filipendula ulmaria (Meadowsweet), and Ranunculus
flammula (Lesser Spearwort) were seen.
A few colonies of Orchis mascula (Early-purple Orchid), in flower, were found deeper into the
woodland. One of the plants appeared to be a fusion of more than one individual with an
extremely broad flower stalk and at least twice the number of individual flowers and leaves than
others in its colony. This individual has apparently been recorded in the copse each year for
many years (pers. comm. Simon Elson). Also found were Blister Galls on Arum maculatum
(Lords-and-Ladies) caused by the fungus Melanustilospora ari.

Silene flos-cuculi (Ragged-Robin)
Image: Linda Pitkin

Orchis mascula (Early-purple Orchid)
Image: Linda Pitkin
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Three of the group investigated a large patch of bright yellow vegetation in the field to the west
of the copse, which turned out to be Euphorbia amygdaloides (Wood Spurge). Six of the group
returned to the copse entrance within the western edge, finding another Orchis mascula (Earlypurple Orchid) among the trees which hadn’t previously been seen (pers. comm. Simon Elson).
Five of the group returned to the entrance via the two fields to the west of the copse. Among the
plants recorded were the grasses Agrostis stolonifera (Creeping Bent), Alopecurus pratensis
(Meadow Foxtail), Anisantha sterilis (Barren Brome), Arrhenatherum elatius (False Oat-grass),
Brachypodium sylvaticum (False-brome), Bromus hordeaceus (Soft-brome), and Holcus lanatus
(Yorkshire-fog); the sedges Carex
flacca (Glaucous Sedge) and
Carex pendula (Pendulous Sedge);
and the rush Juncus inflexus (Hard
Rush). Lysimachia nummularia
(Creeping-Jenny) was locally
abundant and examples of
Anagallis arvensis (Scarlet
Pimpernel), Cardamine hirsuta
(Hairy Bitter-cress), Cerastium
fontanum (Common Mouse-ear),
Epilobium hirsutum (Great
Euphorbia amygdaloides
Willowherb), Epilobium
(Wood Spurge)
parviflorum (Hoary Willowherb), Equisetum arvense (Field Horsetail), Geranium dissectum
(Cut-leaved Crane's-bill), Glechoma hederacea (Ground-ivy), Helminthotheca echioides (Bristly
Oxtongue), Hypericum hirsutum (Hairy St John's-wort), Hypericum tetrapterum (Square-stalked
St John's-wort), Myosotis arvensis (Field Forget-me-not), Potentilla reptans (Creeping
Cinquefoil), Prunella vulgaris (Selfheal), Ranunculus acris (Meadow Buttercup), Ranunculus
repens (Creeping Buttercup), Rumex crispus (Curled Dock), Rumex obtusifolius (Broad-leaved
Dock), Rumex sanguineus (Wood Dock), Scrophularia auriculata (Water Figwort), Trifolium
dubium (Lesser Trefoil), Trifolium repens (White Clover), Veronica chamaedrys (Germander
Speedwell), Veronica serpyllifolia (Thyme-leaved Speedwell), Vicia sativa subsp. segetalis
(Common Vetch) and Vicia sepium (Bush Vetch) were noted.
SBS thanks Rachael Thornley and Simon Elson for their leadership, Eileen Taylor for afternoon
tea and Paul Bartlett for cakes to accompany it, also to Linda Pitkin for the fine photographs.

Field Meeting – The Gatwick Stream – 25th May 2016

Peter Wakeham

The Gatwick Stream is a tributary of the River Mole that flows in a culvert under the South
Terminal of Gatwick Airport. Previously, at times of exceptional flow, the culvert did not
possess sufficient capacity to prevent flooding occurring and so a flood alleviation project was
undertaken and completed in 2014. There were two elements to the works. The first was to
create a balancing pond adjacent to the stream that would store floodwater and then release it
slowly once the risk of flooding has passed. The second involved the diversion of the Gatwick
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Stream and its modification into a new meandering natural-looking channel course. The main
purpose of the meeting was to record the plants that were becoming established in and around
the area where these works had been carried out.
Nine SBS members were met by Rachel Bicker, a biodiversity consultant at Gatwick Airport.
We were also joined by 6 members of the Sussex Botanical Society as the area visited lies
within VC17 but is part of the administrative county of Sussex.
On our way to the site we spent a little time surveying a meadow near the car park.
Unfortunately it had recently been sprayed with herbicide to control docks and thistles, but in
the margin we identified the hybrid dock Rumex x pratensis (R. crispus x R. obtusifolius) along
with Lolium multiflorum (Italian Rye-grass), distinguishable from Lolium perenne (Perennial
Rye-grass) by the long awns on its spikelets.
Passing along a track en route to the eastern bank of the Gatwick Stream, we were pleased to
find two well grown Sorbus torminalis (Wild Service-tree) in the bordering hedgerow, both
nearly 40ft tall.
Following the re-configuration of the stream channel, the area to the east of the stream had been
landscaped and sown with a wild flower seed mix containing a
variety of species and many of the plants seen had probably
originated in this way. Two dense patches of Lathyrus nissolia
(Grass Vetchling) were just coming into flower and we also
recorded Vicia hirsuta (Hairy Tare); Vicia tetrasperma
(Smooth Tare); Vicia villosa (Fodder Vetch); Daucus carota
subsp. carota (Wild Carrot), Poterium sanguisorba subsp.
balearicum (Fodder Burnet) and a small patch of Trifolium
micranthum (Slender Trefoil).
Moving along the bank of the stream, which had also been
sown with native wild flowers, we found a variety of plants
associated with this environment: Scrophularia auriculata
(Water Figwort); Mentha aquatica (Water Mint); Veronica
Nasturtium microphyllum
beccabunga (Brooklime); Myosotis scorpioides (Water Forgetme-not); Lycopus europaeus (Gypsywort) and Silene flos-cuculi
(Ragged-Robin). A striking patch of a white-flowered plant was subsequently confirmed to be
Nasturtium microphyllum (Narrow-fruited Water-cress), uncommon in Surrey. Insufficient time
had elapsed since the reconfiguration of the stream channel for aquatic vegetation to become
established, but a small patch of Ranunculus peltatus (Pond Water-crowfoot) was noted.
A couple of members of the group had the foresight
to bring their wellies with them and, in the absence
of a bridge, were able to cross the stream and
explore the balancing pond to the west. At this time
of year it comprised a low lying area of damp
ground and natural colonisation by a number of
species was already taking place, including Juncus
effusus (Soft-rush); Juncus conglomeratus (Compact
Rush); Juncus inflexus (Hard Rush) and Callitriche
stagnalis sens. lat. (Common Water-starwort).
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We are very grateful to Rachel for showing us around this area and making it such an enjoyable
day for those members of the Society who attended.
Field Meeting - Fairmile Common - 1st June 2016
Brian Stevens
Thirteen members gathered on a grey, drizzly morning in the car park beside the A307 to record
in two compartments of the Esher Commons SSSI. Reports of previous meetings within the
SSSI are available in the October 2014 and October 2015 SBS Newsletters. We were met by
Dave Page, Countryside Estates Officer for Elmbridge Borough Council, who own and manage
the site.
After crossing the busy main road we began recording alongside the road, where Bryonia dioica
(White Bryony), Myosotis discolor (Changing Forget-me-not), Myosotis arvensis (Field Forgetme-not), Aira praecox (Early Hair-grass), Dryopteris filix-mas (Male-fern), Helleborus foetidus
(Stinking Hellebore), Erodium cicutarium (Common Stork's-bill), Aphanes australis (Slender
Parsley-piert) and Fragaria vesca (Wild Strawberry) were noted.
Moving onto the terrace gravel capped heath, typical heathland species such as Calluna vulgaris
(Heather) and Erica cinerea (Bell Heather) were abundant. Dave informed us that this area has
never been planted with conifers, unlike some other parts of the site. Among the other species
present were Filago minima (Small Cudweed), Filago vulgaris (Common Cudweed), Anchusa
arvensis (Bugloss), Echium vulgare (Viper's-bugloss), Spergularia rubra (Sand Spurrey), Carex
pilulifera (Pill Sedge), Reseda luteola (Weld), Vulpia bromoides (Sqirreltail Fescue), Oenothera
cambrica (Small-flowered Evening-primrose) and Sagina filicaulis (Slender Pearlwort).
Once through a small car park, where we noted Calystegia silvatica (Large Bindweed), Vicia
hirsuta (Hairy Tare), Conium maculatum (Hemlock) and Quercus ilex (Evergreen Oak), we
crossed the bridge spanning the A3. A small colony of Orobanche minor (Common Broomrape)
was growing alongside the minor road to the next site, but we were unable to decide on the host
plant.
The area of heathland north of the A3 yielded a similar assemblage of species, with the addition
of Carex muricata subsp. pairae (Prickly-sedge), Geranium pusillum (Small-flowered Crane’sbill), Lepidium didymum (Lesser Swine-cress), Myosotis ramosissima (Early Forget-me-not),
Viola riviniana (Common Dog-violet), Ornithopus perpusillus (Bird’s-foot) and much Rumex
acetosella (Sheep’s Sorrel) and Galium saxatile (Heath Bedstraw). Dave told us that the adder
population is increasing in this area following clearance work carried out during the winter of
2008/2009, and monitoring of the population is the subject of a photographic project. A wet area
on the path contained Juncus bufonius (Toad Rush) and Juncus acutiflorus (Sharp-flowered
Rush), and several specimens of Hypericum humifusum (Trailing St John's-wort) were growing
by the path.
Lunch was taken by a hardy few beside a track in the woods, the remaining members having
elected to return to their cars for lunch. Suitably refreshed, we continued recording in a wet flush
which contained Dactylorhiza fuchsii (Common Spotted-orchid), Mentha arvensis (Corn Mint),
Potentilla reptans (Creeping Cinquefoil), Rumex sanguineus (Wood Dock), Alopecurus
pratensis (Meadow Foxtail), Juncus effusus (Soft-rush), Barbarea vulgaris (Winter-cress),
Cirsium palustre (Marsh Thistle) and Cirsium vulgare (Spear Thistle).
The grass verge next to the car park produced a small population of Trifolium striatum (Knotted
Clover), to round off an enjoyable and productive day's recording.
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Our thanks to Dave Page for leading us and providing much useful information about the sites.
Field Meeting – Chaldon, Quarry Hangers (SWT) – 5th June 2016

Jon Wilson

On a beautiful day in early June sixteen SBS
members gathered to record units 2 and 3 of the
Quarry Hangers reserve at the invitation of Andrea
Neal from Surrey Wildlife Trust who led the
meeting. Jeff Hewitt, a voluntary warden gave us
an introduction to the history of Quarry Hangers;
meanwhile we were cautiously viewed by a pair of
Roe Deer.
Quarry Hangers

SWT had kindly arranged for the mowing of the
field we used for car-parking.

Quarry Hangers is part of the Quarry Hangers Site of Special Scientific Interest, designated as
important for nature conservation by Natural England. It is chalk downland comprising areas of
clay-with-flints on the summits, steep south-facing scarps of redzina soils, meadow areas
adjacent to Spring Bottom Lane, scrub and areas of woodland. Periglacial action during the last
ice-age caused solifluction, the slow downslope flow of soil and sediments which results in the
thin soils so typical of chalk grassland.
There is also some evidence of early cultivation in lynchet
banks and Celtic field systems. Euonymus europaeus
(Spindle) is present and is regarded as an ancient boundary
indicator. A lot of the reserve was originally Fraxinus
excelsior (Ash) forest. During the inter-war years much of the
SSSI scrubbed over; later the slopes were used for grazing
and together with rabbit grazing, the present state of the chalk
grassland established.
Ophrys apifera
Management, which is
continuous, includes
“haying’, the process of
laying hay from Pilgrims
Hill to the west, onto parts
of unit 3 to reseed the
downland with native
species.
Polygala calcarea

The reserve is species rich
with a good number of typical chalk grassland plants:
Polygala calcarea (Chalk Milkwort), Blackstonia perfoliata
(Yellow-wort), Poterium sanguisorba subsp. sanguisorba
(Salad Burnet) and Briza media (Quaking-grass) are all
present in good numbers. Two or three Ophrys apifera (Bee
Orchid) were in flower at the start of the south-facing scarp
slope. The grazed turf is rich with Festuca rubra and F. ovina
(Red and Sheep’s-fescue), together with plants such as Hippocrepis comosa (Horseshoe Vetch),
Lotus corniculatus (Common Bird’s-foot-trefoil) and Thymus polytrichus (Wild Thyme). Less
grazed areas show swathes of Bromopsis erecta (Upright Brome) and Brachypodium sylvaticum
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(False-brome) and species such as Ononis repens
(Common Restharrow), Silene vulgaris (Bladder
Campion), and Knautia arvensis (Field Scabious). A
number of hedgerow species were noted along the top
border of the reserve including Chaerophyllum
temulum (Rough Chervil).
Members split into several groups so as to cover the
various topographies and all met at the crown of unit 2
in full sunshine and magnificent Wealden views. Here
we
enjoyed
lunch together with Andrea
Chaerophyllum temulum
who had taken the Landrover to this spot
and gave us tea, coffee and biscuits.
After lunch members again split into groups some to record the very
steep slope in unit 3 and some to record along
the summit contour and the footpath to the west.
Notable species seen were Cynoglossum
officinale (Hound’s-tongue), Iris foetidissima
(Stinking Iris), Astragalus glycyphyllos (Wild
Liquorice) and Atropa belladonna (Deadly
Nightshade) named after Atropos, the oldest and Cynoglossum officinale
most inflexible of the three fates. Interestingly
Scrophularia auriculata (Water Figwort) was found about halfway down
a steep descent, an indication of a wet flush. Along the footpath one
Orchis anthropophora (Man Orchid) was spotted.
Orchis anthropophora
At the close of the meeting Andrea again supplied tea, coffee and biscuits and a total of 99
species were recorded in unit 2.
Photography by Jon Wilson
Field Meeting – Dorking, Denbies Wine Estate & Norbury Park – 12th June, 2016
John Dicker
Despite the weather threatening to do all sorts of nasty things, good numbers attended, and as it
turned out, it could have been a lot worse, as although waterproofs were worn and umbrellas
hoisted from time to time, it did manage to brighten up considerably.
We spent the morning strolling up the main track to the viewpoint overlooking the Denbies
Estate, accompanied from time to time by the Vineyard ‘train’ and various runners participating
in a sponsored charity run for cancer sufferers, so we were not lonely, although I did feel that
occasionally, we were rather in the way! Anyway, this was for science wasn’t it?!
For the first flat part of our walk, we spent most of our time looking at and identifying the
various grasses. Nothing spectacular, but a useful opportunity to get our eye in, as this was
meant to be in part at least a teaching meeting. So for example we were able to enthuse about the
size of Schedonorus giganteus (Giant Fescue) (I must get used to these new Latin names!), and
point out a few of some of our most common grasses like Holcus lanatus (Yorkshire-fog),
Arrhenatherum elatius (False Oat-grass), Brachypodium sylvaticum (False-brome) and the like.
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By now, Anthriscus sylvestris (Cow Parsley) was well past its best, and Alliaria petiolata (Garlic
Mustard) was all in fruit, but then conversely, there were other species that had to be identified
before flowering. These included Torilis japonica (Upright Hedge-parsley), Clematis vitalba
(Traveller’s-joy), Campanula trachelium (Nettle-leaved Bellflower), Hypericum hirsutum & H.
perforatum (Hairy & Perforate St John’s-wort), and Eupatorium cannabinum (Hemp-agrimony)
to mention just some.
As we climbed a bit, we entered into 2 wooded areas which proved to be more rewarding. A
nice robust specimen of Polystichum aculeatum (Hard Shield-fern) was admired, Rumex
sanguineus (Wood Dock) was frequent, both Veronica chamaedrys & V. montana (Germander
& Wood Speedwell) were noticed and compared, and the delicate Melica uniflora (Wood
Melick) appreciated. Sanicula europaea (Sanicle) was also going well. The highlight however
was Cynoglossum germanicum (Green Hound’s-tongue), our local rarity. Health & Safety
seemed to be forgotten as members climbed up to get a better view, but then it was new to some
present, and therefore worth the effort (and risk!).
Finally we came out into the open to be greeted by some very nice chalk grassland specialities.
Sadly due to the weather, a large spread of Helianthemum nummularium (Common Rock-rose)
was looking very poorly, but a similar sized patch of Hippocrepis comosa (Horseshoe Vetch)
was in better form. Two typical chalk loving grasses, Briza media (Quaking-grass) and
Bromopsis erecta (Upright Brome) were in evidence, and there was also a good patch of
Rhinanthus minor (Yellow-rattle) to admire. The jury is still out as I write this as to whether or
not any of it was R. angustifolius (Greater Yellow-rattle). We then retired back to the car park
for lunch before moving on to Norbury Park.
At the top of the road to Bocketts Farm, we were able to admire two of my favourites, namely
the beginnings of a fine display of Ophrys apifera (Bee Orchid), accompanied by a scattering of
Lathyrus nissolia (Grass Vetchling). There were a fair number of spikes of Orobanche minor
(Common Broomrape), and also Vicia hirsuta (Hairy Tare) was noted.
We then moved on into The Hazels where with some difficulty we were able to find a few
Ophrys insectifera (Fly Orchid). Mine was definitely the best as it was able to boast 7 flowers!
A little later we found an occasional spike of Neottia nidus-avis (Bird’s-nest Orchid), and plenty
of up and coming Epipactis helleborine (Broad-leaved Helleborine) getting ready for their later
flowering. Euonymus europaeus (Spindle) in flower was spotted on our way back to the car
park, where it wasn’t quite the same without Eileen and her tea urn. Better luck next time!
Field Meeting – Seale, Hampton Park, Joint Recorders Meeting – 25th June 2016
Janice Fisher
This was the third of a series of meetings to record a range of taxa on the Hampton Estate, a
traditionally managed agricultural estate, located within the Surrey Hills AONB. See
http://www.hamptonestate.co.uk/. The Recording Area this year concentrated on the Chalk
Grassland grazing fields to the south of the Hogs Back in SU9048 and SU9041. This area is in a
wonderful setting with spectacular views over the valley from up on the Hogs Back but has
limited open access.
A good number of members eventually met up with Catherine Burton, from the Surrey
Biodiversity Information Centre, at Myrtles Courtyard. A brief introduction to the management
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of this area was given by Bill Biddle from the Hampton Estate. Immediately afterwards
members set off in a long convoy of cars to Seale and the start of our recording area in Great
Down, resulting in a late start as some members missed a vital turn into Wood Lane.
Starting in bright sunny conditions members divided into 2 groups – one to record on Great
Down and the other to record on Long Down and Little Down. About 25 taxa were added to the
list recorded in 2013 but a similar number were not re-found for Great Down.
We had very few records, previously, for Long Down and Little Down. Long Down is an
abandoned arable field and proved to be of less interest than might have been expected. An
example of Inula conyzae (Ploughman’s-spikenard) was found at the field bottom together with
Cynoglossum officinale (Hound’s-tongue) first seen in the SW corner and in fact scattered
throughout. Silene vulgaris (Bladder Campion) provided many locally frequent drifts amongst
the abundant long grass of Arrhenatherum elatius (False Oat-grass) and a nice patch of Trisetum
flavescens (Yellow Oat-grass). A few spikes of Ophrys apifera (Bee Orchid), Dactylorhiza
fuchsii (Common Spotted-orchid) and Anacamptis pyramidalis (Pyramidal Orchid) were dotted
around the field. It was interesting to compare Leontodon hispidus (Rough Hawkbit) with
Leontodon saxatilis (Lesser Hawkbit). The locally frequent areas of Orobanche minor (Common
Broomrape) really showed the effect this ‘parasite’ can have on an area of grassland. DAFOR is
not straightforward when many species recorded as Frequent made the coverage over 800 per
cent! It was also interesting to note a good population of Silver Y moths, which migrate from
Europe.
Recording progress was continually slowed or even halted to enjoy the abundance of Fragaria
vesca (Wild Strawberry) everywhere – this is high summer after all? But no, this was not to be
continued – down came the rain and shelter was sought under a clump of trees for a lunch stop.
Whilst still sheltering, suddenly there was an almighty thunderclap and bolt of lightning struck
not too far from the Long Down group. Not to be deterred this small intrepid group continued
recording on Little Down finally giving up and meeting the ‘scouts’ from the main group, who
had wondered where we had got to. On the return there was a wonderful display of Anacamptis
pyramidalis (Pyramidal Orchid) in the SU9148 monad area of Long Down.
Some lovely examples of Rosa rubiginosa (Sweet-briar) were found in Little Long Down, but
unfortunately, the adverse conditions had prevented further searching for the Astragalus
glycyphyllos (Wild Liquorice).
Fortunately, the sun came out and a small presentation was made to Catherine Burton in
appreciation of her help to the SBS and to wish her well in her new job in the ‘Yorkshire
Pastures’ as an ecologist based in Leeds. Paul presented Catherine with a bottle of wine and two
of Linda’s lovely photographs of Surrey flora as a memento of the SBS.
Thanks to Caroline and Ann for the homemade cakes enjoyed in the warm sunshine, so giving
everyone a chance to dry out. Rather an eventful day!

Field Meeting – Ash Ranges, Stony Castle Range (SWT) – 9th July 2016

Trevor Marshall

Ten SBS members met Jo Saunders, SWT Reserve Manager, at Stoney Castle Range a part of
the extensive Ash Ranges owned by the MoD and a Nature Reserve, much of it an SSSI forming
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part of the Thames Basin Heaths Special Protection Area.
We were led by Ann Sankey and recording mostly in the TQ9255 monad. During the morning
we worked our way in two groups from the
firing end of the range towards the target
end. Some of us had our Field Guide in our
hands all the time, mostly Streeter, the more
expert members seldom needed help. The
group I was in identiﬁed most of the taxa
very quickly, but spent anything up to 15
minutes huddled together with lenses and
keys each time we encountered one of the
more difﬁcult rushes, sedges or grasses made more difﬁcult with their ﬂowering
stems chopped off!
We sat together at the Target End for lunch.
I sat on a patch of Trifolium arvense
(Hare’s-foot Clover). We discussed our
ﬁndings, dealt with any uncertainties and
helped Patrick complete the taxa list he had
been assembling during the morning to enter
into MapMate and deciding the DAFOR
frequency of each taxa, most being either
frequent, locally frequent, or rare.

Round-leaved Sundew

Most of us continued into the afternoon. We left the Range to cover the nearby heathland area,
working as one group, but quite scattered a lot of the time.
We arrived back at the Car Park and sat on the grass to eat Ann’s fruitcake, reﬂect on the day
and commiserate with those who wouldn’t be able to make the next Field Meeting. Before we
parted Bill sensed my desire to see (and smell) the fragrant Myrica gale (Bog-myrtle), which I
had missed during the morning. He raced off to where it was, with me in hot pursuit. In my
excitement I forgot that it’s not called Bog-myrtle for nothing and fell straight in the ditch. But it
was worth it!
Jo unlocked the gate at about 5:30pm for our departure. We’d had neither a drop of rain, nor a
ray of sunshine, but it had been quite windy - the plants just refused to sit still for the
photographers!
The day’s work didn’t stop there! Notes to be written up, photos to be sorted out and plastic bags
of plants to be veriﬁed under a stronger lens and with the fuller keys. For example, back home,
checking through his photos, Jon emailed us that it had been Epipactis phyllanthes (Greenﬂowered Helleborine), not E. helleborine (Broad-leaved Helleborine) that we saw.
The Habitat
Stoney Castle Range, which we surveyed in the morning, is grassland down the centre, mown
regularly to about 2 inches to keep it serviceable as a range. It would quickly revert to heathland
if left - small Calluna vulgaris (Heather) plants are plentiful. The Range has a ditch both sides
and perimeter tracks with bits of woodland, scrub and heath. The ditches keep the Range mostly
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dry, except on the west side which is boggy towards the ditch.
The rest of the area, which we surveyed in the afternoon is mostly heathland, but with some acid
grassland and both conifer and broad-leaved woodland. Some of the heathland is dry, but the
slightly lower parts are boggy. Much of the dry heathland was obliterated by the April 2015 ﬁre
which swept across Ash Ranges in the Pirbright area from the eastern side. A path several metres
wide stopped the ﬁre spreading even further, therefore we were able to compare burnt and
untouched areas. Plants have started to grow, but much of the ground is still bare: charcoalcoloured.
The Taxa
Walking down the grassland of the Range in the morning there were many insect-pollinated
plants in ﬂower. Potentilla reptans (Creeping Cinquefoil) with its yellow ﬂowers was
widespread. Close to the Car Park, there was a patch of Euphrasia officinalis subsp. anglica
(English Eyebright) and several pink-ﬂowered Pedicularis sylvatica (Lousewort) plants.
Trifolium repens (White Clover) was widespread, T. pratense (Red Clover) less so. Present were
the tantalising duo, Trifolium dubium (Lesser Trefoil) and Medicago lupulina (Black Medick),
the latter distinguished by the tiny point at the tip of the leaﬂets.
On the side of the ditch, we saw Drosera rotundifolia (Round-leaved Sundew) and D.
intermedia (Oblong-leaved Sundew) growing together and in ﬂower. Also there was Blechnum
spicant (Hard-fern). We thought it was a Polypody at ﬁrst, but the more lanceolate fronds
pointed us to the Hard-fern. It didn’t have any fertile fronds, which would have had thinner,
separated pinnae, with sori (of course).
Characteristic species much in evidence were Heather and
Ulex minor (Dwarf Gorse), also the occasional Salix repens
(Creeping Willow). These were in stunted form as were
Pinus sylvestris (Scots Pine) and Betula pendula (Silver
Birch) seedlings, which were common. We paid particular
attention to the sedges with their 3-sided stems. We
identiﬁed Carex panacea (Carnation Sedge), C. leporina
(Oval Sedge), C. pendula (Pendulous Sedge), C. demissa
(Common Yellow-sedge) and Carex echinata (Star Sedge).
Their common names provide helpful descriptions!

Dodder on Heather

In the afternoon, on the heathland, stunted plants we had
seen in the morning were more abundant. Heather, yet to
ﬂower, was dominant and Dwarf Gorse plentiful. In full
ﬂower were Erica cinerea (Bell Heather) with racemes of
purple bells and Erica tetralix (Cross-leaved Heath) with
clusters of pink bells. Often together, the Bell Heather was
more prevalent where it was drier, the Cross-leaved Heath
where wetter.

We had seen many species of grass in the morning, sometimes difﬁcult to identify. On the open
heathland, the tufts and clumps were much more appealing, for example Deschampsia flexuosa
(Wavy Hair-grass), Molinia caerulea (Purple Moor-grass), Agrostis capillaris (Common Bent),
and Festuca rubra (Red Fescue). Ann pointed to where clumps of Aira caryophyllea (Silver
Hair-grass) and Aira praecox (Early Hair-grass) were conveniently growing next to each other,
which simplified their comparative anatomy.
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We had to be careful of the charred Birch stumps walking where the ﬁre had killed everything
just over a year ago. Heather, Heaths and Dwarf Gorse were springing up well, with the Heaths
in ﬂower. A number of grass species were doing well. I
noticed in particular a few clumps of Purple Moor-grass,
attractively purple, waving in the wind. The ﬂowering
stems were a good 120 cm tall. But the most striking
plant was Cuscuta epithymum (Dodder) frequently
forming mats on the tops of the young Heather plants.
Moving on from the burnt area, the ground slopped away
on one side getting progressively boggier. Narthecium
ossifragum (Bog Asphodel) and Eriophorum
angustifolium (Common Cottongrass) were clearly visible
looking down from the drier area. Holly, in Wellington
boots, led the way down and was the ﬁrst to spot a
Dactylorhiza maculata (Heath Spotted-orchid). I got wet
feet ﬁnding a second. We found 3 altogether within a few
metres square. Sphagnum species were plentiful, showing
this to be a true bog. Rushes were plentiful too. The
rushes I noted down when exploring the wetter areas in
the afternoon were Juncus acutiflorus (Sharp-ﬂowered
Bog Asphodel
Rush). J. articulatus (Jointed Rush), J. bulbosus (Bulbous
Rush), J. effusus (Soft-rush), J. squarrosus (Heath Rush) and Luzula multiflora (Heath Woodrush).
Returning to the cars by woodland paths, there were much larger specimens of the seedlings we
had seen earlier and some other species: Scots Pine, Silver Birch, Castanea sativa (Sweet
Chestnut), Sorbus aucuparia (Rowan), Quercus robur (Pedunculate Oak) and Salix caprea
(Goat Willow). Also worthy of note on the woodland edge were Agrimonia procera (Fragrant
Agrimony) and Alchemilla mollis (Garden Lady’s-mantle). An impressive patch of Lysimachia
vulgaris (Yellow Loosestrife), in a particularly boggy area, brightened up the walk back.
Field Meeting - Elstead Commons – 16th July 2016

Isobel Girvan

This Surrey Wildlife Trust recorders meeting was again well attended with a cadre of around 25,
all gathered at the Moat Car Park off Thursley Road, ready to explore Guinea Common but
never quite getting there, and recording mainly Elstead and Ockley Commons, all part of the
group of Elstead Commons. Fiona Haynes who is the Ranger for the site gave us some of the
background of the site and Ann explained where we were hoping to visit. This was based largely
on Graham Stevens’ knowledge of the site and who attended the meeting. One key species we
were trying to relocate was Lycopodiella inundata (Marsh Clubmoss).
From the car park we walked along one of the many paths that criss-cross the site. We quickly
came to a halt and spread out to the side of the path to look for Marsh Clubmoss. Chris Hall had
been here in 2009/10 and had recorded it in typical wet, bare earth habitat. However, what we
were now faced with was a far drier habitat altogether and it was not re-found, but an Adder was
seen slithering back into the undergrowth no doubt wishing to avoid so many trampling feet.
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There proved to be rich pickings on the edge of the path with Trifolium arvense (Hare’s-foot
Clover), and Isolepis setacea (Bristle Club-rush) and a patch of Veronica scutellata (Marsh
Speedwell). A little tuft of Juncus articulatus (Jointed Rush) was noted (and confirmed back
home), however we were also aware that the hybrid between Jointed and Juncus acutiflorus
(Sharp-flowered Rush) can be prevalent. Also frequent was Agrostis capillaris (Common Bent),
one of three of the bent family to be seen today.
The heathland provided sight of a spread of botanical goodies you would expect to see such as
Calluna vulgaris (Heather), Erica cinerea (Bell Heather) and Erica tetralix (Cross-leaved
Heath) and plenty of Juncus squarrosus (Heath Rush) and Drosera rotundifolia (Round-leaved
Sundew). In the fire-break we saw several patches of flowering Cuscuta epithymum (Dodder).
As is our wont we gradually split into smaller groups, with speedy groups and stragglers. One
group was waylaid over the id of a Bent – was it Agrostis vinealis (Brown Bent) or Common
Bent. The former, it was decided on account of the long pointed ligule and small awns on the
florets. A sub-group went off across an electric fence to find and bring back some Potamogeton
polygonifolius (Bog Pondweed) from the Stanford Stream that flows from the Pudmoor Pond,
whilst the stragglers were content with patiently waiting for their return. Next, people who
wanted to see Genista anglica (Petty Whin) were shown one direction, whilst everyone else
wandered down the track to a clump of Scots Pine planted in just the right place to provide
shade and there was a delightful cooling breeze on such a hot and humid day to give some relief
whilst we ate our lunch.
After our break we went into some wet, boggy woodland where we saw Agrostis canina (Velvet
Bent). Here we were on the look out for the hybrid between Dryopteris carthusiana (Narrow
Buckler-fern) and the Dryopteris dilatata (Broad Buckler-fern). Helpfully, we saw the species
growing side by side making comparisons easier. The former has a longer stipe, the scales do
not have a dark stripe and the pinnae are held at an angle off the stem to resemble a flight of
stairs. However the hybrid (last recorded here in 1928) was not found. The damp shady nature of
the woodland also created perfect amphibian habitat and toadlets and froglets were seen.
We decided at this point to turn tails and head back to the track. With herptiles still in mind we
noticed a green Zootoca vivipara (Common Lizard), somewhat startled by our appearance on the
path edge, which soon found cover to rest and recuperate. On this track edge we came across
Phleum bertolonii (Smaller Cat’s-tail), carefully examining the spikelets for a mid-line looking
for hairs, which would have made it Timothy. It was along here that Caroline found Hypericum
x desetangsii (Des Etangs’ St John’s-wort), a plant that she had been explaining to part of the
group that she has been seeing frequently whilst botanising over the summer. Happy
coincidence that it should also turn up here. This hybrid has an apiculate tip to the sepals and
some small jagged teeth towards the sepal apex. In addition the stem is four ridged often with
two distinct ridges and the other two less so. On our example the distinct ridges also had black
dots, and it remains to be seen if that proves true for all of them. This hybrid will often appear in
the absence of one or both the parents.
At this point I was straggling at the back, when Steve mentioned that we had not seen any
Hawkweeds, when lo and behold Richard found one. As they are a devil to key out, a sample
was taken to be looked at later.
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Pete Howarth was in the group today and provided some bryological expertise to the
proceedings, picking up Sphagnum palustre and S. denticulatum out of the wet boggy areas.
We then came across a newly created wide sandy track with some small vegetative examples of
Rumex acetosella (Sheep’s Sorrel), Aphanes arvensis (Parsley-piert), Polygonum aviculare
(Knotgrass) and Juncus tenuis (Slender Rush). We had a quick discussion on whether to go
straight back to the cars or take the scenic circuitous route, of course we took the latter option.
The chosen track proved fruitful with Veronica officinalis (Heath Speedwell) and all the
heathers in flower. We also saw a White Geranium molle (Dove’s-foot Crane’s-bill), a very pale
Veronica chamaedrys (Germander Speedwell) and a pink Prunella vulgaris (Selfheal var.
rubriflora). However the nasty invasive Acaena novae-zelandiae (Pirri-pirri-bur) was found
lurking on the edge too, with it’s almost Salad Burnet looking fruit heads. It was around here
that we debated upon some Fleabanes, whether Canadian or the more urban Bilbao’s, but as it
was softly bright green it was decided that it was indeed Conyza canadensis (Canadian
Fleabane).
We then happened upon an area of soil disturbance which had given rise to an eclectic mix of
species such as Holcus lanatus (Yorkshire-fog), Plantago major (Greater Plantain), Cerastium
fontanum (Common Mouse-ear), Potentilla reptans (Creeping Cinquefoil), Anagallis arvensis
(Scarlet Pimpernel), Origanum vulgare (Wild Marjoram), Centaurium erythraea (Common
Centaury), Verbascum Thapsus (Great Mullein), Filago vulgaris (Common Cudweed), Ulex
minor (Dwarf Gorse) and more Selfheal, Heath Speedwell and Sheep’s Sorrel – spot the
anomaly.
From here we walked to a newly created scrape where we at last found the Marsh Clubmoss,
lying as it does prostrate and so small that it looked like tired Heather. The bare earth was also
home to a thriving populations of Drosera intermedia (Oblong-leaved Sundew) and
Rhynchospora alba (White Beak-sedge).
At this point we found our way back to the sandy track and trudged back to the cars for
refreshment.
Field Meeting – Crystal Palace – 23rd July 2016

Caroline Bateman & Geoffrey Kitchener

There was a good turnout for the sixth of our joint meetings with the Kent Botanical Recording
Group with equal representation from both counties. The forecast was excellent with
temperatures predicted to rise to 26° and a good, albeit hot, day to visit Crystal Palace Park with
its splendid views over north Kent. The park, with the vice county boundary conveniently
running through it, covers some 200 acres and is shaped very much like a shield tilted northwestwards along the Norwood Ridge. For aesthetic reasons the park authorities have chosen to
display the shield-shaped map in an upright position with the north-western boundary at the top:
an attractive logo but rather confusing for the map reader who is accustomed to finding north in
this position.
There was always the risk that the park authorities might have been a bit over-zealous with
mowers, strimmers and weed-killer but we set off optimistically from Crystal Palace Station on
the Surrey side of the border looking for weedy areas that had escaped the attention of the
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contractors. Right by the station there was just such an area and within a few minutes we had
already recorded a good number of species, including a hybrid dock spotted by Geoffrey: Rumex
x pratensis (R. crispus x obtusifolius), the cross between Curled and Broad-leaved Dock with
crisped leaves and projecting papillae on the underside midrib but more scattered than in its
broad-leaved parent. Amongst the vegetation another sharp pair of Kentish eyes spotted Carex
spicata (Spiked Sedge) with its characteristic long ligule and rich brown glumes. While most of
us were examining the gutters and roadside on our way to the car park west of the athletics
stadium, Rodney Burton concentrated on a grass bank nearby. Here he found one of the redletter species of the day: Medicago polymorpha (Toothed Medick) a native coastal species
making infrequent casual appearances inland and distinguished by its pods in a flattened spiral.
Medicago arabica (Spotted Medick), with which it was growing, has pods in a globular spiral
and, of course, spotted leaves. In the car park was a first for many of us: Solanum nigrum subsp.
schultesii (Black Nightshade), differing from the more familiar native subsp. nigra in its
abundant patent glandular hairs. Both were present so we were able to compare and contrast.
Another coastal plant on the move is Erodium moschatum (Musk Stork's-bill), now increasingly
common inland in short dry grassland and verges. No doubt it arrived in the grassland here
courtesy of a municipal mower.
Ascending towards the terraces of the old palace we
were entertained by a good variety of species, some
ubiquitous ruderals and others less frequently
encountered like Catapodium rigidum (Fern-grass),
Poa compressa (Flattened Meadow-grass) and Poa
humilis (Spreading Meadow-grass). Ceratochloa
cathartica (Rescue Brome) was introduced from the
Americas in the late 18th Century as a fodder crop
and pops up now and again on road verges, field
margins and waste ground. It is considered invasive
in its home territory and it was certainly doing its
best to take over the grassland below the western
terraces. In the meantime, Rodney had been
exploring to the east and had spotted a patch of
Lepidium ruderale (Narrow-leaved Pepperwort), yet
another plant associated with coastal habitats but
also found on salted roadsides, in gardens and waste
places. We were extremely pleased to see this
distinctive plant looking rather like a tiny tree.
Photo Caroline Bateman
After a shady lunch just over the VC border in Kent,
we headed towards the area known as the Concert Bowl where a treat was awaiting us: the
largest patch of Trifolium fragiferum (Strawberry Clover) that many of us could recall seeing. In
the pond to the south of the open-air stage was a blanket of Spirodela polyrhiza (Greater
Duckweed), a native of ponds, ditches and slow-moving water. And where the Greater
Duckweed ended, the tiny invader Lemna minuta (Least Duckweed) began in an almost separate
blanket.
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A smaller part of the park falls within VC16 so we
headed east out of the park to supplement Kent’s
records with a bit of street botany. We were all very
taken with Calystegia sepium subsp. sepium f.
schizoflora, a deeply five-lobed form of Hedge
Bindweed looking very decorative on a wall in
Charleville Circus.
Back in VC17 and with the café in view we had just
one thing on our minds: ice-cream. Not deterred by a
rather long queue on this very hot day we flopped
down gratefully around a couple of tables to enjoy
Calystegia x sepium ssp sepium f. schizflora
them. Our cravings satisfied and energy restored we
Photo Jon Wilson
set off on the home stretch along the southern margin
of the lower lake, known as the tidal pond as the level rose and sank while the fountains of the
former pleasure garden were playing. Here we found a right old mix of species including
Lythrum salicaria (Purple-loosestrife), Medicago
sativa subsp. sativa (Lucerne), Aethusa
cynapium (Fool's Parsley), Ophrys apifera (Bee
Orchid) and Epipactis helleborine (Broad-leaved
Helleborine). Close to the Dinosaur Court we
very pleased to find a Calystegia sepium subsp.
sepium f. schizoflora on the Surrey side of the
border and nearby Calystegia x lucana (C.
sepium x silvatica) with inflated but not
overlapping lower bracts.
Calystegia x lucana

Photo Jon Wilson

Our last challenge of the day was to find
Geoffrey and Sarah who had prepared tea for us and had considerately moved their car into the
shade. The only problem was that we didn’t know where it was. Having eventually tracked them
down, we enjoyed the very welcome tea and cakes. Many thanks to both of them for providing
these much-needed refreshments.
Meeting Report – Merstham, The Moors (SWT) – 10th August 2016

Richard Jewell

There was a good turnout this morning and fair weather all day, enabling us to cover most of the
site. The Moors, a Surrey Wildlife Trust nature reserve, was created from former extensive sand
workings on the Lower Greensand, and includes a large lagoon on the south side as well as
various smaller bodies of water. In between is grassland, some fairly recently planted. As soon
as we entered the grassland from the SWT car park we came upon a clump of Filago vulgaris
(Common Cudweed) in the compacted soil of a grassy track. This plant has had an exceptional
year, cropping up more frequently and more conspicuously than usual, often near old tracks.
Nearby we found Cynosurus cristatus (Crested Dog's-tail) and Trifolium arvense (Hare's-foot
Clover), the only finds of these taxa during the day.
A gate on the right led to the picturesquely-named Watercolour Paddock, of recently sown
grassland, and beginning to be troubled by invasive Galega officinalis (Goat's-rue), much to the
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disgust of Rachael Thornley, the SWT warden who was co-leading our trip. It is hard to
eliminate even with repeated spraying. Oenothera glazioviana (Large-flowered Eveningprimrose) was another common vagrant in this field; there
were also three Epilobium taxa, E. parviflorum, E.
hirsutum and E. tetragonum (Hoary, Great and Squarestalked Willowherb), Galium album and G. verum (White
and Lady’s Bedstraw) and a small group of large Primula
veris (Cowslip). Senecio erucifolius (Hoary Ragwort) was
seen in the hedgerow here, and later in quantity in the
Moors grassland. Then through another gate to the S. bank
of the lagoon where we first came across Veronica
anagallis-aquatica (Blue Water-Speedwell) on mud close
to the water's edge. In the lagoon Ann found a sprig of
Elodea canadensis (Canadian Waterweed) with a flower,
rarely seen on this plant. Epilobium ciliatum (American
Willowherb) was also found here, and some small
Persicaria lapathifolia (Pale Persicaria) at the very edge of
the water.
Veronica anagallis-aquatica
We spotted some unfamiliar leaves which the SWT wardens informed us were Lepidium
latifolium (Dittander), a species which has appeared on this site only this year (in considerable
numbers), and is usually coastal. It was formerly used to give a peppery flavour to sauces.
Alisma Plantago-aquatica (Water-plantain) was also seen here, and in one other spot today,
perhaps less than one might have expected. Meadowsweet was also conspicuous by its absence.
Rumex conglomeratus (Clustered Dock), on the other hand, was common around most of the
pools we looked at.
We retraced our steps back to the Moors again, on
the north side of the lagoon, where a large area of
rabbit-grazed grassland is subject to winter
flooding and has been colonized by numerous
small Rorippa palustris (Marsh Yellow-cress) and
Veronica anagallis-aquatica (Blue Waterspeedwell). Right on the lagoon edge a small area
of damp ground used for bonfires was covered in
liverwort with its quaint fruiting heads. Here was
also a solitary small Veronica beccabunga
(Brooklime), the only one we saw. Nearby, above
the lagoon mud, was a raised bank of dry sand,
"The Beach", covered in Filago minima (Small
Cudweed), now nearly all dried out. We sat on the
edge of this to eat our lunch to the sound of coots
and with a view of grey-blue weatherboard houses
over the lagoon. The local Conyza became a
subject of discussion: was it canadensis or
floribunda?
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Rorippa palustris

After lunch we looked at the seasonal wetland which Rachael referred to as The Causeway,
where we found plenty of Mentha aquatica (Water Mint) and Myosotis scorpioides (Water
Forget-me-not), and also three nice Veronica catenata (Pink Water-Speedwell), much rarer than
blue in Surrey, though not in Sussex; also
a colourful display of Lythrum salicaria
(Purple-loosestrife) in full bloom. From
here we went to investigate various
permanent water features, ponds and
truncated dykes. Caroline pointed out
two Duckweeds: Lemna minor and L.
trisulca (Common and Ivy-leaved), the
latter forming a dense mat like an algal
bloom just below the water surface, often
with the little leaves of L. minor over it.
Myriophyllum spicatum (Spiked Watermilfoil) was also found. Ann pointed out
Lythrum salicaria
the Typha angustifolia (Lesser Bulrush)
planted at the water's edge, noticeably more slender than T. latifolia (Bulrush). Myosotis laxa
(Tufted Forget-me-not), another waterside species, smaller and neater than M. scorpioides and
less common, was also seen.
On the N. edge of the reserve, our final dyke had a
handsome display of Stachys palustris (Marsh
Woundwort), another species which is doing very well
this year. On the bank were two fine specimens of
Carduus crispus (Welted Thistle), likewise the only
ones we saw today.
We had our tea, courtesy of Ann and Caroline, in the
car park (not for public use), surfaced with limestone
chippings; after tea some of us had a quick look around.
Arenaria serpyllifolia (Thyme-leaved Sandwort) and
Clinopodium vulgare (Wild Basil) were seen, and
closer inspection turned up a tiny slender Galium,
rough to the touch, which Caroline excitedly identified
as G. parisiense (Wall Bedstraw), a real rarity
in Surrey. She also found (Round-leaved Crane’s-bill)
doing very well at the edge of the car park and under a
nearby hedge. Which brought proceedings to a
satisfactory close.

Galium parisiense

Photography Jon Wilson
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SBS Newsletter No. 30 – Copy Date

Editor

Would all those intending to send contributions for inclusion into the next SBS Newsletter note
that they should be sent to the Editor by the end of March 2017 to enable production and
distribution to take place before the end of April. Thank you.
In order to confirm that contributions sent in by e-mail (preferred method) have been received by
the Editor, please check that you receive a reply confirming receipt.
In order for the Society to keep in touch, and you fully informed, please ensure that you notify
the Secretary if you should change your e-mail and/or postal address.
Thank you.
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